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In July 2006, members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church
gathered to bid farewell to Kar l Smith as he left to join
Bishop Mullen's delegation to our  sister  Synod in Afr ica,
the Lutheran Church in Rwanda.

Dr. Kar l Smith is a past treasurer  of the Sierra Pacific
Synod and star ted as a somewhat reluctant par ticipant
who suddenly found himself confronted forcefully and
undeniably by the Holy Spir it on his visit to Rwanda.
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A life-changing bond was formed between people on two
continents.  The journey from the steps of a church in
Santa Rosa, CA to a sister  congregation in Rwanda is
told on page 5.



Global Mission

Report from Kar l J. Smith
Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Santa Rosa, CA

 When I left with Bishop Mullen's delega-
tion, I had no idea of the outcome of our
adventure.  After a 36-hour journey, we were
warmly greeted and progressed through our
planned agenda meeting with sister parishes,
governmental officials, and leaders of several
global mission agencies.
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One of the highlights of our visit was
delivering medical supplies to the Mumeya
congregation.  On that day, a dream for a
Lutheran Center was presented to a part of our
group.  It was a hope for a building to house a
school, a church facility for our sister parish in
Rwamagana, and offices for the Lutheran
Church in Rwanda.  After the tour, I was
singled out and presented with a plan to bring
back to the United States.  My response was
that if I were to be involved, there would need
to be not only local support, but divine inter-
vention, since there was no way I knew how to
make the dream a reality.

The first thing I did when I returned to
Santa Rosa was to call a meeting with my

pastor and congregational president.  I told
them about the plan and that I wanted
Bethlehem to donate $100,000 for this project.
After the laughter stopped, I told them I was
serious, and they said to go ahead and try to
see if I could raise the money; however, they
let me know the funds would need to come
from individuals, not the congregation.

What could I do?  I approached three
individuals, who several years ago had contri-
buted $25,000 or more each to a building fund
at our church.  The building was not built and
the money was just gathering interest.  We
went out to lunch where I told them of the
dream.  They each agreed if I could convince
the congregation, they would be in favor of
moving the $75,000 they contributed to the
Rwanda School Project.  After bringing it to
our church council (and being told that
contributors no longer have any “strings”  on
their gifts), they agreed to call a congrega-
tional meeting so I could plead my case.
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At the congregational meeting, $50,000
was approved with the condition that the
additional $25,000 would be available as
matching funds.  After a year and half we have
purchased the land, and are we now looking
forward to building a school.  For more
information go to The Rwanda School Project
at
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